
Fact Sheet

[image: image1.png]oL

SGBttlEJobS
Initiative




About Seattle Jobs Initiative
Who we are:
Seattle Jobs Initiative (SJI) is a non-profit organization that helps low-income residents secure and advance in living wage careers by creatively aligning support services – including shelter, childcare, transportation and medical care - with short term job training. By partnering with local businesses that are seeking qualified employees, Seattle Jobs Initiative links students to internships and jobs. SJI’s policy team complements their program work by researching and advocating for legislative changes that improve access to training and services for low-income residents.
Results:

· Reached milestone of 5,600 individuals placed in well-paying jobs

· In 2006, the average starting wage was $11.75 per hour
· 40 percent of these individuals have advanced in their positions

· Achieved a high one-year job retention rate of 66 percent 

Demographics:

· 81% persons of color 

· 42% resident aliens or refugees  

· 51% were homeless or had unstable housing

· 63% had annual household incomes of less than $9,000

· 51% had no medical coverage

History: 

In 1995, the City of Seattle was selected by the Annie E. Casey Foundation (AECF) to receive a grant under its Jobs Initiative program.  At the same time, the City of Seattle was looking for a solution to welfare cutbacks.  The City Council’s recognition that Washington State would benefit from linking workforce development to economic development culminated in 1997 with the establishment of Seattle Jobs Initiative, a partnership between the Office of Economic Development and the AECF. 

In January 2003, SJI spun off from the city and established itself as an independent nonprofit organization.  SJI continues to partner with community-based organizations, employers, and other players in the workforce development arena to benefit low-income job seekers and local employers.

In 2007, SJI celebrated its 10-year anniversary, as well as over 5,000 placements of individuals in well-paying jobs.

To learn more about Seattle Jobs Initiative, please visit www.seattlejobsinitiative.com.

###
Opening doors to living wage careers

CONTACT:


Contact: David Kaz�               Seattle Jobs Initiative


               (206) 628-6974 (d)


               dkaz@seattlejobsinit.com
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