
Seattle JobS InItIatIve’S 2016 annual ConferenCe

Beneath the Surface: Shattering 
Poverty Myths to Improve  

Program Design

Thursday, October 13, 2016 
Hotel Deca, Seattle, Washington

7:30 AM – 4:30 PM
Conference Fees: ($125 groups, $150 early bird, $175 regular)

ConferenCe overview: 

What prevailing poverty narratives exist, and how do they shape our policies, programs, and funding priorities? 
What truths about poverty do these narratives obscure? What unseen factors are behavioral scientists and others 
uncovering that explain why people don’t behave in the ways we assume they will?

Engage with leading thinkers (and doers) in the fields of sociology, behavioral sciences, psychology, and design 
to wrestle with these questions and learn how to dive beneath the surface of the poverty narratives and data 
available to us. You will gain insights into the realities of those living in poverty that can help you design more 
relevant, effective, and human-centered programs.

Key to this year’s conference will be the afternoon workshops, where participants will “get their hands dirty” 
practicing the application of some of the concepts they learned about in the morning to develop facility and inspire 
translation into their own work.

Keynote SpeaKerS:

Dr. Kathryn Edin is the Bloomberg Distinguished Professor in the Department of 

Sociology, Zanvyl Krieger School of Arts and Sciences and Department of Population, 

Family, and Reproductive Health, Bloomberg School of Public Health at Johns 

Hopkins University. She is one of the nation’s leading poverty researchers, deploying 

ethnographic observations, in-depth interviews, and mixed method approaches to the 

domains of welfare and low-wage work, family life, and neighborhood contexts. She is a 

Trustee of the Russell Sage Foundation and on the Department of Health and Human 

Services advisory committee for the poverty research centers at Michigan, Wisconsin, 

and Stanford. Her latest book is $2.00 a Day: Living on Almost Nothing in America.

Dr. Crystal Hall is an Associate Professor at the University of Washington’s 

Evans School of Public Policy and Governance. She is also currently serving as a 

Fellow on the White House Social and Behavioral Sciences Team. Her research 

explores decision making in the context of poverty, using the methods of social 

and cognitive psychology, along with behavioral economics. This work has had a 

particular focus on financial decision making and  the impacts of class stereotypes and 
the stigma of poverty. She earned a BS in both Decision Science and Policy and 

Management from Carnegie Mellon University, and an MS and PhD in Psychology from 

Princeton University.

Dr. Stephanie A. Fryberg (Tulalip Tribes) is Associate Professor of American 

Indian Studies and Psychology at University of Washington. Her primary research 

interests focus on how social representations of race, culture, and social class influence 
the development of self, psychological wellbeing, physical health, and educational 

attainment. Fryberg provided testimony to the U.S. Senate Committee on Indian 

Affairs regarding the impact of racist stereotypes on Indigenous people, served as an 

expert witness in the Keepseagle v. USDA class action lawsuit, and consults with 

National Tribal TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families). She received the 

Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues Louise Kidder Early Career Award 

and was inducted into the Stanford University Multicultural Alumni Hall of Fame.



LeveLS of SponSorShip

Presenting Sponsor -$25,000 

◊ 15 tickets to the conference
◊ Program inclusion
◊ Banner recognition on event main stage
◊ Recognition in conference program and distributed material
◊ Recognition in SJI’s annual report
◊ Recognition on SJI’s website
◊ Designated sponsor table

Producing Sponsor - $15,000

◊ 10 tickets to the conference
◊ Banner recognition on event main stage
◊ Recognition in conference program and distributed material
◊ Recognition in SJI’s annual report
◊ Recognition on SJI’s website

◊ Designated sponsor table

Gold Sponsor—$10,000 

◊ 5 tickets to the conference
◊ Banner recognition on event main stage
◊ Recognition in conference program and distributed material
◊ Recognition in SJI’s annual report
◊ Recognition on SJI’s website

◊ Designated sponsor table

Silver Sponsor—$5,000 

◊ 3 tickets to the conference
◊ Recognition in conference program and distributed material
◊ Recognition in SJI’s annual report

what your SponSorShip wiLL Support:

Seattle Jobs Initiative (SJI) opens doors to living-wage careers for low-income individuals, including young adults, by 

aligning comprehensive support services with a solid college education and innovative skills training in growing sectors 

of the local economy.  This work assists low-income individuals in becoming competitive for living wage careers with local 

employers who need a skilled workforce. SJI has a 20-year history of successfully serving nearly 17,000 low-income 

individuals, including some 7,000 placed in jobs. 

SJI also acts as a convener, producing an annual conference in Washington and a variety of other gatherings for those 

involved in eradicating poverty. Beneath the Surface: Shattering Poverty Myths to Improve Program Design 

underlines SJI’s commitment to explore new thinking and new ways of doing business. This year’s conference is 

expected to reach well over 150 thought leaders throughout the State of Washington. 

attendeeS wiLL Learn:

◊ Research and program design techniques that put people at the heart of the design process (from sociology,

behavioral science, psychology, human-centered design, and more).

◊ Different ways to apply these techniques to improve current and new programs and policies.

◊ How to pay attention to environment and contextual factors to improve program design.

◊ Practices for checking assumptions, recognizing poverty myths, and looking underneath these myths to better

understand participants.


