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seattle’s economic share in the Region

Metropolitan economies are of growing importance to regional, statewide, national, and global prosperity. in 2007, for 

example, half of the global GdP (gross domestic product) came from just 380 cities worldwide.i Cities and metropolitan 

areas are vital to national and global markets, as they contain a wide range of skills and resources, a concentration 

of income, a diversity of knowledge and institutions, a density of services, and a developed infrastructure that 

spurs innovation and economic growth.ii For these reasons, cities and urban areas provide a number of economic 

opportunities not available elsewhere. 

not all cities contribute the same amount to their region’s prosperity, however. the metropolitan area of Pittsburgh, for 

example, constitutes about 20 percent of Pennsylvania’s GdP, whereas the metropolitan area of las Vegas makes up 

about 75 percent of nevada’s 

GdP.iii The following figures 

display economic indicators 

for the City of seattle (not the 

metropolitan area) relative to 

King County and Washington 

state at large.

Figure 1 displays seattle’s 

economic share in King 

County relative to the number 

of people that live in the 

city. While approximately 

32 percent of King County 

residents live in the City of 

seattle, the city houses nearly 

47 percent (approximately 540,000) of the jobs.iv Further, approximately 45 percent ($34.4 billion) of the wages 

earned in King County are earned in seattle, and 40 percent ($17.1 billion) of the taxable retail sales occur in seattle.v
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FIGURE 1: 

Economic Indicators – Seattle as a Proportion of King County
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similar to Figure 1, Figure 2 displays economic indicators for seattle relative to Washington state. Whereas just 

over 9 percent of Washington residents live in the City of seattle, seattle comprises nearly 19 percent of the nearly  

3 million jobs statewide.vi 

approximately 23 percent 

of Washington state’s $150 

billion in wages are earned in 

seattle, and 16 percent of the 

state’s nearly $110 billion in 

taxable retail sales occur in 

the city.vii (Table 1 provides 

the population, jobs, wages, 

and retail sales estimates 

for seattle, King County, and 

Washington state.)

discussions of economic indicators often focus on metropolitan statistical areas (Msas), which for seattle includes 

King, Pierce, and snohomish Counties. While the Msa is an important geographic area used to assess the regional 

economy, it can mask the importance and contribution of particular cities. as illustrated here, the City of seattle  

on its own generates a tremendous amount of economic activity in Washington state. Relative to the number of people 

that reside in seattle, the city 

houses more than its share 

of county-wide and statewide 

employment, wages, and retail 

sales. this has implications 

for job seekers, city residents, 

employers and employees 

(among others), as the City 

of seattle itself, not just the 

region, provides significant 

economic opportunity.

FIGURE 2: 

Economic Indicators – Seattle as a Proportion of Washington State
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TABLE 1: 

Economic Indicator Estimates for 

Seattle, King County & Washington State

POPULATION JOBS WAGES RETAIL SALES

City of Seattle 634,541 541,728 $34,359,143,116 $17,162,539,898

King County 
(total)

2,007,440 1,163,214 $76,570,388,321 $43,038,779,843

Washington State 
(total)

6,897,012 2,894,397 $150,408,649,760 $109,053,732,442



BEYOND THE HEADLINES: Policy & labor Market Updates for those Working to help low-income and low-skill 

individuals advance through education, training & living-Wage Jobs

About Seattle Jobs Initiative

seattle Jobs initiative creates opportunities for students, workers and business to succeed by helping education and 

job training programs meet the demands of a new economy. We find and apply solutions for people to gain the skills 
they need for good jobs that create prosperity for all in today’s marketplace.

Supported by the City of Seattle Office of Economic Development

Contact Information

For questions or suggestions, please email: 

tyler Corwin  |  sJi senior Policy analyst  |  tcorwin@seattlejobsinit.com
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